
WHAT WAS THE NEED?
The Edge is a luxurious new student 
accommodation building in the heart of 
Belfast. Offering fantastic value for money, 
excellent location and flexible tenancy lengths; 
The Edge has been developed with students 
front and centre. 

Ulster University is a one-minute walk from 
the front door, while Queens University 
Belfast is just a short commute (around 20 
minutes by bus). The excellent commuter 
links and local amenities mean students 
always have plenty to do away from campus, 
while the on-site fitness suite and dedicated 
yoga studio mean students can unwind and 
find their inner peace without leaving the 
building.

Completed in September 2024 in time for 
the new academic year, The Edge, like many 
new-build student accommodation buildings, 
was designed and developed for the future, 
and this meant there was a need from the 
outset to conform to the latest building and 

fire safety standards including BS 9991:2024 
and EN:50615. 

However, what they soon found was that 
the cooking appliances in the open-plan living 
spaces were close to the escape routes. This 
meant that to satisfy the safety requirements, 
the Architect (RMI Architects) and Fire 
Engineer ( Joule Group) worked together 
to develop a Fire Engineered solution. As a 
crucial part of this, they needed a reliable 
device conforming to EN:50615 Cat B that 
could be fitted to all cooking appliances.

WHY THE FIRECHIEF® 
KITCHEN STOVE GUARD?
Around half of all accidental domestic fires, 
including those in student accommodation, 
originate in the kitchen. 

This kind of statistic is a major cause for 
concern for students, their parents/guardians, 
the University and building owners but the 
development of effective, certified devices like 
the Firechief Kitchen Stove Guard provides a 
reliable solution for kitchen and cooker safety 
without getting in the way of the process 
of cooking a meal or affecting the design or 
overall layout of the room.

Instead, the Stove Guard alerts the use of 
pre-fire conditions – such as rapid increases 
in temperature – and, if no action is taken, 
it automatically switches off the electricity 
supply to the cooker. This is why the Stove 

Guard was chosen and fitted in all 307 of the 
rooms at The Edge

HOW IT WORKS
Designed to work with all electric hobs, the 
Firechief Kitchen Stove Guard identifies when 
the temperature of cooking is too high and 
immediately turns off the source of ignition 
to prevent a kitchen fire before it starts. 
The intelligent heat sensor tracks the rate of 
increasing temperature and, when it identifies 
a developing fire hazard it alerts the user to 
the risk. If no action is taken, it will then cut 
the power to the hob to bring temperatures 
back down to a safer level, reducing the 
fire risk and creating a safer environment 
for those in the room and the building as a 
whole.

The Firechief Kitchen Stove Guard is a smart 
way to guard against kitchen fires in every 
sense of the word. It is even able to identify 
when the hob has been left on accidentally, 
such as when pans have been removed from 
the cooker, food is served, and the user has 
forgotten to switch it off. This is because the 
Stove Guard is always monitoring pre-fire 
conditions and will cut the power supply as 
soon as it notices a pre-fire condition. 

There is no need to call out specialist support 
once the Stove Guard has been used, 
either. The cooker is simply reactivated by 
resetting the system once the alert has been 
investigated and controlled.
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THE BENEFITS

Installation of the Firechief Kitchen Stove Guard in each of the 
307 rooms at The Edge brings numerous benefits to residents 
and building management alike, including:

•	 Quick and easy installation. The simple process was 
undertaken by the electrical contractors already on-site 
completing the building work before opening.

•	 Continuous protection. Once fitted the Kitchen Stove 
Guard offers 24/7 protection for residents for complete 
peace of mind. The device monitors and even adapts to 
the occupier’s cooking style, understanding that some 
cuisines require higher temperatures. 

•	 Automatic fault diagnosis. No monthly testing is required 
(as with smoke alarms, for example)

•	 Sleek sensor design. Sympathetic to the décor of the 
building, the Firechief Kitchen Stove Guard is small and 
stylish enough to go relatively unnoticed

•	 Low cost. The intelligent fire safety solution comes in at 
around half the cost of a fire suppression system

•	 EN:50615 compliant. Fulfils the requirements of the safety 
standard

•	 2-year warranty. No annual maintenance is required, and 
the warranty covers any issues that may occur
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